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The History of Astrology -- Another View

Robert Hand
Introduction

The materia presented here originally was an introduction that | wroteto a
volume of Project Hindsight translations called The Record of the Early Sages in Ancient
Greek. It consisted of fragments and quotations that either were directly from the ol dest
sources in Middle Eastern and Western astrology, or were paraphrases of material that
derived from these sources. At the time of the original composition of this version of the
essay there had recently been posted on at.astrology an article called "A Brief
Introduction to the History of Astrology” which acontained in my view large number of
factual errors. Therefore | thought it agood ideato present another view. We do not
expect everyone to accept the views presented in this paper, but the readers should be
aware that these views are close to those shared by the magjority of responsible scholarsin
the history of astrology. (No, | am not calling all who disagree with these views
irresponsible, although no doubt some may be.)

Having been involved in a comprehensive program of translating ancient texts on
astrology into modern English, continuing this work with ARHAT, | therefore believe
that | have some idea of what | am talking about even while recognizing that Western
scholarship may have to change its views (and | mine) based on what further research
brings forth.

T he account which | present here is mostly derived from mainstream academic
sources, although | will also present some speculations in areas where there is no clear
evidence. | do not present such speculations whimsically but only where internal
evidence seemsto justify them, and always they will be presented with clear indications
that they are speculations.

On the other hand, because we have drawn from Western academic sources, one
could object that this account does not take into consideration possible alternate views
that might be derived, for example, from the study of the astrologies of India. This might
be avalid objection, but we would like to assure the reader that we do not accept
academic positions on the history of astrology uncritically. We try to accept only what is
consistent with the internal evidence of the texts themselves. We also recognize that what
we say hereis not to be taken as definitive. There is much to be learned about the history
of astrology, especialy now that it is being carefully studied by those who are not hostile
to the subject.
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Based on the above considerations, it is the theses of this author that astrology as
we know it came into being only once in time and in one place; the place is Mesopotamia
(roughly modern Irag) and the timeisto be discussed below. Having said this, another
point needs to be made; what we mean by "astrology as we know it" is horoscopic
astrology, i.e., astrology the intention of which is the picking of favorable times for doing
things, the answering of questions, the forecasting of mundane events, and the analysis of
individual destiny, all based on a peculiar instrument, the theme, genesis, or birthchart.
And that chart has a particular degree or sign which is marked as the beginning point of
analysis. It is usualy the degree or sign ascending, athough for particular purposes the
Sun, Moon, or Lot of Fortune may be used as well.

The reason for making this very specific definition of astrology as we know it is
that in a broader sense some kind of astrology is nearly universal among ancient peoples
and is not limited to either one time or place asits point of origin. AlImost every ancient
people had some system of examining the heavens for divinatory purposes. Native
Americans, Greeks (long before they encountered M espotamian astrology), the peoples
of India, whoever it was that built Stonehenge and New Grange in the British Isles, and
the ancient Nordic peoples, to give apartia list. Much of the controversy concerning the
antiquity of various peoples astrologies stems from confusion over thisvery point. The
study of celestial omens does not constitute astrology as we know it.

Mesopotamian Origins

Mesopotamia, the "Land between the Two Rivers,” is one of the so-called
"cradles’ of civilization, along with Egypt, China, and the Indus Valley. It aso appearsto
be the oldest of these. The evidence indicates an urban civilization as early as 4000
B.C.E. Thefirst people in the area were a people known as the Ubaidians. We know
virtually nothing about these people except that at afairly early period another people
began moving into the area and intermarrying with them. These were the Sumerians who
became dominant and whose language replaced whatever was the language of the
Ubaidians. Also the Sumerians invented the oldest known form of writing, cuneiform,
which isdone
by impressing
wedge-shapes
into soft clay.
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Akkad. In about 2330 B.C.E. Sargon of Akkad conquered the Sumerians and created the
first of several Semitic empires that would dominate not only Mesopotamia but also the

Mediterranean coast and eventually even Egypt. The language of the Akkadians was the
direct ancestor of the Assyrian and Babylonian languages, these being in fact dialects of

Akkadian.

The Akkadian Empire fell in about 2218 B.C.E. After this various Semitic and
other peoples struggled for control of the area. This constant struggle among various
peoplesin fact marks the major difference between the Mesopotamian civilization and
that of Egypt. Egypt had many centuries of relative peace with occasional periods of
disturbance, but nothing like the chaos of Mesopotamia.

After aperiod of time in the second millennium B.C.E. two peoples began to
assume dominance, the Babylonians who had been culturally dominant for many
centuries in the south, and the Assyrians in the north. Asit turned out, while both groups
were politically dominant at times, in general it can be said that the Assyrians were more
often politically dominant while the Babylonians were culturally dominant. In fact the
Assyrians even used the Babylonian dialect of Akkadian for their own official records.

Here are some dates in Mesopotamian history from this point on. All dates
assume that something like the modern system of chronology. Even in modern sources
these dates vary. The ones here are from the 1994 version of Microsoft's Encarta.

1792-1750 B.C.E. Hammurabi unifies the area around Babylon.

1350 B.C.E. Therise of the Assyrian Empire.

730-650 B.C.E. Assyrian Empire controls all of Mesopotamia, parts of Persia, Syria,
Palestine, and Egypt. Thisis also notable as the first time that Egypt and Babylon were

under the same
regime.
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Chaldean Empire.

539 B.C.E. The conquest of Babylonia by Persia. For a second time Egypt and Babylon
were under one regime.

331 B.C.E. The conquest of Mesopotamia by Alexander the Great. The entire area
becomes dominated by Greek language and culture. The Seleucid dynasty descended
from Alexander's general Seleukos ruled the area including M esopotamia.

126 B.C.E. The Parthians, a Persian tribe, conquered M esopotamia.

227 C.E. The Sassanids, a people from the central area of Persia, overthrow the Parthians
and establish the Second Persian Empire, or Sassanid Empire.

635 C.E. The Europe
Moslem Arabs Caspian
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Egypt.

3200 B.C.E. First evidence of strong political forcesin the Nile basin. Also the earliest
hieroglyphic writings. Evidence of afairly high culture in the area precedes this by
several centuries.

€.2755-2255 B.C.E. The Old Kingdom. The pyramids date from this time. The first solar
calendar was devel oped.

€.2255-2134 B.C.E. Interregnum.

€.2134-1668 B.C.E. The Middle Kingdom.
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€.1668-1570 B.C.E. The second interregnum, the period of the Hyksos, a race of what
were probably Semites dominated Egypt during this period.

1570-1070 B.C.E. The New Kingdom. Thisisthe period of the Kings Amenhotep,
Akhnaten, Tutankhamem, and the various kings named Rameses. The exodus of the
Israelites iswidely believed to have occurred in this period.

1070 - 671 B.C.E. Thethird interregnum. Various regional dynastiesruled. In 671 B.C.E.
the Assyrians conquered Egypt for atime.

525 B.C.E. The Persians overthrew the last native ruler of Egypt.

332 B.C.E. Alexander the Great conquered Egypt. It then came under the rule of the
Ptolemies descended from Ptolemy |, another of Alexander's generals.

30 B.C.E. Cleopatra, the last of the Ptolemies, dies and the Romans take over.

Subsequently Egypt fell under Arabic rule at about the same time as the Sassanid Empire
was overthrown.

M esopotamian Astrology First Stages

In the beginning M esopotamian astrology was much like that of other cultures, a
simple examination of the heavens for omens that might affect the kingdom. Often these
observations of omens would include weather phenomena intermixed with true
astronomical ones. What made the M esopotamians different is that they began at an early
time to make systematic observations of phenomena with an eye to finding regular
patterns in the heavens that might correlate with patterns in human events.

According to Van der Waerden (Science Awakening, Vol. I, Oxford Univ.Press)
the earliest astronomical writings known in Mesopotamia are from the old Babylonian
period, roughly the time of Hammurabi. It is not known whether the Sumerians were
involved in astronomical studies or not, but it would seem plausible that they were. There
are also some writings which refer to the Akkadian period and which may date from
about 2300 B.C.E. Hereis an example of one of these early writings.

"If Venus appearsin the East in the month Airu and the Great and Small Twins
surround her, all four of them, and she is dark, then will the King of Elam fall
sick and not remain alive."

The most extensive omen lore was contained in a compilation referred to as
Enuma Anu Enlil. These were assembled somewhere in the second millennium B.C.E.
Another collection of omensis an important work, the dating of which is extremely
controversial, the Venus Tables of Ammizaduga. This consists of systematic observations
of the phases of Venus combined with their omen significations, the significations being
clearly based on past observations. The general belief is that these tables date from the
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reign of Ammizaduga about 146 years after Hammurabi. Based on the astronomy, van
der Waerden assigns the following years as possible dates for the observations, 1702,
1646, 1638, and 1582 B.C.E. One of the reasons that these dates have become
controversial in certain circlesisthat if these dates are correct, then Velikovsky is
serioudly in error. That controversy is outside of this scope of this introduction however,
and we will continue on the assumption that orthodox scholarship is at least reasonably
correct. Still I urge readers to take the dates with extreme caution. The Babylonians
themselves, much like modern Hindus, attributed an antiquity to themselves and their
observations that seems fantastic by modern Western standards, hundreds of thousands,
even millions of years. Such antiquity is not consistent with the evidence of scholarship,
but we have to keep something of an open mind. Scholars are often limited by their very
specialization with the result that one discipline, such as modern astronomy for example,
may often have powerful consequences for another such as archeology. The work of
Gerald Hawkins on Stonehenge comes to mind. But first someone has to bring the two
disciplines together. This may yet happen in Mesopotamian studiesin such away asto
radically ater our historical understanding. Van der Waerden concludes that the Venus
tables were compiled and preserved out of motives of astral religion, i.e., the

M esopotamians believed that the stars and planets were associated with, or were in fact
themselves the gods. Ishtar-Venus was one of the mgjor divinities of the Mesopotamian
peoples. Many other ancient peoples had similar notions. The Egyptians identified the
constellation of Orion with Osiris. But Osiris was a dead god who ruled the underworld.
His transportation to the heavens was very similar to other transportations made in
classical mythology. The Mesopotamians seem to have been unique in their emphasis on
the stars and planets as being the primary indicators of divine will in the Here and Now.
Thisisthe probable motive of the studies that led to astrology. Over the next centuries
the Mesopotamians, especially the Babylonians, continued observing and compiling lists
of phenomena eventually getting to the point where, based on observed recurrence cycles
of the planets, they could reasonably accurately estimate the positions of the planets at
any time in the future. Ptolemy records that accurate and systematic eclipse records were
kept from 747 B.C.E. onward into the Hellenistic period after the conquests of Alexander
the Great. Modern scholarship does not dispute this.

An interesting question about which there is much controversy is what kind of
zodiac were the Mesopotamians using? In the earlier material they simply recorded
planets as being so many degrees from a star.

"19 from the Moon to the Pleiades;
17 from the Pleiades to Orion;
14 from Orion to Sirius. . ."

Thisis defacto asidereal observation, but it isnot azodiac! A zodiac requires a
fiducia point, a point on the circle from which measurements are made. Also normally a
zodiac has some fixed number of regular divisions such as the twelve signs of the modern
zodiacs, the twenty-seven lunar mansions of the Hindu lunar zodiac and so forth. But al
of these early observations are like this one in using individual stars as markers for
positions.
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Van der Waerden argues that the evolution of astrology went through three phases. The
first phase consists of the omen lore that we have already described. The second phaseis
closely related to this but has a zodiac in the modern sense, twelve 30 degree signs. There
is no personal horoscopy in this middie level, but great attention is paid to the transits of
Jupiter through the signs at the rate of approximately one sign per year. From thisis
clearly descended the Chinese practice of assigning each year to a zodiacal sign, and
probably also the system of annual profections in later horoscopic astrology. There are
also of course no houses of any kind. Van der Waerden dates this middle phase as being
from about 630 to 450 B.C.E. The zodiac at this point is clearly a sidereal one and its
ayanamshais at least close to the Fagan-Allen value.

The third phase is horoscopic astrology. Various ancient sources mention
"Chaldeans" who cast birthcharts for various persons, including Diogenes Laertius who
said that according to Aristotle, a Chaldean forecast Socrates's death from his birthchart,
and that Euripides father also had his son's chart read getting a forecast of his brilliant
career. The reference to Chaldeans of course refers to astrologers and makes it clear that
the art in this period was completely associated with late Babylonians, i.e., Chaldeans.

Several birth charts have been found written in cuneiform. Most of them date
from well within the Hellenistic era, but the oldest has been dated by A. Sachsto April
29, 410 B.C. Hereisthe trandation as given by Fagan.

"1 Month (?) Nisan (?) night (?) of (?) the (?) 14th (?). ..

2 son of Shuma-usur, son of Shumaiddina, descendant of Deke was born.

3 At that time the Moon was below the "Horn" of the Scorpion

4 Jupiter in Pisces, Venus

5in Taurus, Saturn in Cancer.

6 Marsin Gemini, Mercury which had set (for the last time) was (still) in (visible).
7...¢€tc., etc.”

Asthe reader can see thisis avery rough chart with only sign positions given, and
no delineations at all. The other cuneiform charts, though much later, are aimost as terse,
although positions are given much greater precision.

As Cyril Fagan correctly points out, the positionsin the charts also correspond
more nearly to those of the sidereal zodiac using the Fagan-Allen ayanamshathan to
tropical positions.

But do we have at this point anything like the elaborate horoscopic astrology of
the later Hellenistic era? No we do not! Although academic historians have not
uncovered much concrete information about the evolution of astrology after the early
Babylonian charts, there is considerable interna evidence for the place of originin the
earliest texts. Many of these old texts exist in Greek. According to these texts the
birthplace of astrology as we know it is Egypt.
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Thiswould not have been a surprise to Cyril Fagan. He maintained almost alone
that Egypt had been the birthplace of horoscopic astrology. The trouble with his theory
however isthat he believed that horoscopic astrology came into being in the Egypt of the
pharaohs. For thisthere is very little evidence outside of Fagan's own somewhat
guestionable interpretations of the evidence. It was alater Egypt that gave birth to
horoscopic astrology, an Egypt that had made close contact with the ideas of the
Babylonians.

Pharaonic Egypt had agreat interest in astronomy. Thisis evident in too many
ways to mention. But it was the kind of astronomy that involved stars rather than planets.
The Egyptians were masters of aligning buildings, temples and especially the pyramidsto
fixed stars, apparently in an effort to bring about sympathy between terrestrial structures
and the stars with which they were associated. Their ability to survey and align buildings
with stars was incredibly accurate, often within minutes of arc of the perfect alignment.
But they do not seem to have had any planetary theory, nor did they have the proper
mathematical techniques.

The Mesopotamians inherited the sexagesimal system of numbers from the
Sumerians, a system which used place notation in numbers much like our modern
decimal system, and which had sexagesimal fractions very similar in kind to our decimal
fractions. This enabled the Mesopotamians to do complex computations that would have
been difficult in any other ancient system of numerical notation. The other ancient
peoples paid Mesopotamian mathematical notation the supreme compliment. They used it
whenever they had to do similar calculations of their own. The Egyptians had nothing
likeit. But they did have a strong sense of aneed for terrestrial matters to be brought into
synchrony with the heavens.

The critical factorsin the fusion of Egyptian ideas with Babylonian astronomy
was one or both of two historical events, the conquest of Egypt by Persia, and the
conguest of both Persia and Egypt by Alexander the Great. On both of these occasions
Egypt was brought under the same regime as the Babylonians. In the case of the Persian
Empire, the Persians themselves became ardent devotees of astrology which no doubt
assisted the movement of astrological ideas into Egypt.

And if you were to examine the texts included in the volume on the Sages, you
would discover something that is not all obvious from history texts that deal with
astrology. The ancients clearly knew that astrology had something to do with Babylon
(after all they did call astrologers Chaldeans) but the principle credit was given to the
Egyptians. It is customary among academics to pass this off as something that was
merely a fashion among ancient writers with no real historical basis. And in fact the
ancient writers did often attribute astrology to persons dating back to the pharaohs such
as Nechepso and Petosiris. Nevertheless, there is no reason to assume that the ancients
were not correct as to Egypt's being the primary source of horoscopic astrology; it was
just somewhat later than they supposed.
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What did the Egyptians add to Babylonian astrology? We cannot say for certain,
but internal evidence indicates the following. The use of arising degree may or may not
have been found in pre-Hellenistic Babylonian astrology. But the Hellenistic writers
attributed the use of houses, or signs used as houses to Hermes. For Hermes we should
understand areference to Hellenistic Egyptian sources. It is probable that aspects are aso
Egyptian but we cannot say for certain. The lots are amost certainly Egyptian aswell as
most of the systems of rulership. Only the exaltations have a clearly Mesopotamian
origin.

At any rate it is quite likely that the entire apparatus of horoscopic astrology was
in place by 1 C.E., quite possibly several centuries earlier. One of things that we have
found in our studies of the later Greek writersisthat they are already dealing with alater
eraof astrology. They have their "ancients" and they have already begun to
misunderstand some of the ancient teachings. One of these writers, Vettius Valens,
actually went traveling through Egypt ooking for masters of the old traditions, much like
modern Americans have gone to Indiato study astrology and various sacred teachings.
While most of the Greek writers seemed to have studied from books, Vaens studied with
at least afew living teachers of the old traditions. And it is clear from hiswork that much
of what they taught would never have been written down but for Valens.
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The use of Greek had important consequences. Although the Persian Empire was
atruly cosmopolitan empire with a considerable level of equality among the races that
made up the empire, no one language came to predominate. No doubt Persian was used
for official purposes, but Babylonian and Egyptian also continued to be used in their own
areas in preference to Persian. But when Alexander the Great conquered all of Persiaand
Egypt, and advanced all the way into northwest India, Greek became the dominant
language not only for official purposes, but also for any purpose that involved
communicating from one ethnic areato another. The original languages continued to be
used for local purposes, such as Aramaic (which completely supplanted Babylonian) and
Coptic. But a scholar or traveler could go anywhere from Greece in the west to Indiain
the east and Egypt in the south and be understood. Any idea expressed in Greek could
have asimilar range of travel.

Even after the Persian revival beginning first with the Parthians and later with the
Sassanids (see chronology given earlier), the Bactrian peoples of what is now
Afghanistan and Pakistan continued to have Greek speaking rulers until the early
centuries C.E. Consequently the Babylonian methods embodied in Egyptian astrology as
well as the Egyptian methods themselves could travel into Indiawithout difficulty. This
accounts for the fact that all of the technical words in Indian astrology whose origins can
be found in another language are Greek, not Babylonian, not Coptic, nor earlier Egyptian.
What is also interesting is that there appear to be few, if any, technical words in Greek
astrology that have their originsin any other language.

Below isapartia list of some of the termsin Hindu astrology that appear to have a Greek
origin.

Table 1. Zodiacal Signs

Sanskrit Greek Engl i sh
Kriya Kri os Aries
Tavura Taur os Taur us
Jituma Di dunoi Gem n
Kulira Kar ki nos Cancer
Leya Leon Leo

Pat hona Part henos Virgo
Juka Zugos Li bra

Kaur pi Skor pi os Scor pi o
Taukshi ka  Toxotes Sagittarius
Akoker a Ai goker es Capricorn
Hri dr oga Hudr ochoos Aquari us
Chet t ha | cht hues Pi sces

Tabl e 2. Planets

Sanskrit Greek Engl i sh
Heman Her mes Mer cury
Asphuj i t Aphrodite Venus
Hel i Hel i os Sun

Ara Ares Mar s

10
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(Jove)
Sat urn

All of the above had Sanskrit equivalents which probably preceded the

introduction of the above words into India, and which also eventually completely
displaced these words of Hellenic origin. The following are terms for which there are no
previous Sanskrit roots and appear to have come completely from Greek. These words
have remained standard astrological termsin Indiato this day.

Tabl e 3. House and Aspect Words

Sanskrit

Hor a

Li pt aka
Hi paka
Jamtra
Mesur ana
Menyai va
Tri kona
Dyuna
Kendr a
Panaphar a
Apokl i ma
Dr ekana
Sunapha
Anaphar a
Daur adhur a
Kenmadr uma

G eek

Hor a
Lepta
Hupogei on
Di anetros

Mesour anema

Meni ai os
Tri gonon
Dunon
Kentron
Epanaphor a
Apokl i ma
Dekanos
Sunaphe
Anaphor a
Dor uphori a
Kenodr om a

Engl i sh

Hour

M nut e

| mum Coel
Di anet er
M dheaven
No Equi v.
Trine
Setting
Angl e
Succedent
Cadent
Decan
Appl yi ng
Separ ati ng
Dor yphory
Voi d of C.
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position isabit hard to support given the above, and also given the very frequent
references to the "Y avanas' who were Greeks or more precisely Greek speaking persons
of various ethnic extractions.

On the other hand there are Westerners, of whom this author is not one, who
believe that Hindu astrology comes entirely from the West (or more precisely Middle
East). David Pingree in his study of the Yavanajataka does an extremely thorough job of
cataloging the parallels between the astrology of that work and that of the Greeks, and
even heisforced to admit that there are many differences. However such differences do
not require two different origins. All it requiresis aperiod of isolation between two
branches of atradition after an earlier period of unity, such that the two branches can
diverge, and one, the eastern, merge with native traditions already in place. While we do
not insist that Hindu astrology is entirely or even principally an offshoot of Hellenistic
astrology, it must be said that the required period of isolation did occur which could have
caused a single tradition to become two.

After 126 B.C.E.
the Parthians, a
Persian people,

rose up against  Nerth
tho Soanits "ol
who succeeded
Alexander the
Great, and they
re-conquered
most of the old
Persian Empire

+ Jernsalem

except for the e alexandria
portion near the
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and the portion in o 0 Saomiles age
the northwest of e

India. The Parthians were extremely hostile to the Greeks (and later the Romans) and
effectively cut off communication (or at least cut it down to atrickle) between the main
body of Hellenistic peoples toward the West and the Bactrian Greeks in Afghanistan and
Pakistan, who in turn remained in power until the early centuries C.E. The Bactrian
Greeks eventually converted to Hinduism and their language disappeared. However as of
about 200 C.E. they still existed as an identifiable group. These are the Y avanas of the
Yavanajataka.

Still later the historian Kay mentions Hindu records from the 4th and 5th
Centuries C.E. of anew Sun God cult coming in from the West. Given that Christianity
displaced the worship of Sol Invictus, the Unconquered Sun, it istempting to postul ate
that Hindu astrology received a second burst of input from anew group of Yavanas
fleeing Christian persecution in the West.

12



Alternative Journal of Nursing March 2007, Issue 13

The central problem is how much of Hindu astrology is indigenous and how much
comes from the West. Other than the few suggestions | have made here, thisis not the
place to attempt an answer. In any caseit is very clear that whatever the Hindus got from
the West they did not just take and passively apply. They altered, modified, and quite
possibly improved whatever they may have received from the West and combined it with
their own native traditions.

There is one other consequence of the Parthian separation. The Persian peoples
had aways been enthusiastic astrologers. It seemslogical to conclude that they must have
developed their own traditions from the astrology that they had inherited from the
M esopotamians and the Greeks. Then in 227 C.E. they were overthrown by the Sassanid
Persians who would have continued the devel opment of the Persian traditions of
astrology. Unfortunately when the Arabs came, almost all of the literature of the
Zoroastrian Sassanids was destroyed. This includes their astrological works. However we
do have astrong clue as to what their astrology must have been like. Most of the greatest
astrologersin the Arab erawere Persians! And the astrology they taught is quite different
from both the Hindu and the Greek. It had orbs of aspect, the Great Cycles of Jupiter and
Saturn, all of the elaborate systems of planetary interactions such as Refrenation,
Frustration, Abscission of Light, Translation of Light and so forth. While Arab era
astrology clearly owes alarge debt to Hellenistic astrology, it is aso clear that in the two
or three centuries between the last known Hellenistic astrologers and the first known
Arab era ones, something new had come into the stream. This could have been, and
probably was the Persian stream of astrology. And Arab era astrology is the immediate
ancestor of the Western astrology of today. Our astrology may be in fact the successor to
that third stream of ancient astrologies.

A Final Note on Zodiacs

We have mentioned previously in this essay that the first Babylonian birthcharts
were cast in the sidereal zodiac. (See our article On the Invariance of the Tropical Zodiac
Also it has been traditional for Hindu astrologers to use one or another sidereal zodiac.
Thiswhole matter is as controversial as the issue of the indebtedness or lack thereof of
Hindu astrology to Middle Eastern astrology. But there is not enough space in this essay
to go into the matter at thistime. In previous writings (in Project Hindsight) we have
stated that the zodiac did not seem to be an issue of great import to the ancients. We still
hold that position. But at some point in afuture introductory essay we will go into that
matter in some depth. For the moment it will have to suffice to say that the matter is far
from closed in favor of either zodiac.

Robert Hand began hiswork in astrology at the age of 17. The Hand family was locally
known for its work in astrology, science and history. Rob learned the basics of casting
charts from his father, Wilfred Hand, who successfully applied the astrological
techniques of his day to forecasting the stock market. Rob is an graduate from Brandeis
University, with honorsin history, and went on for graduate work in the History of
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Science at Princeton. Heis currently studying at Catholic University for his Ph.D. in
medieval history.

Rob began an astrology practice in 1972 and was one of the first programmersto write
astrology programs for microcomputers to bring the benefits of fast and accurate
calculations to astrologers. From this effort, he founded Astro-Graphics Servicesin
1979, which later became Astrolabe, Inc., a software company devoted solely to the
needs of astrologers.

The Hand Library now houses the original texts and translations of over two dozen
ancient and medieval astrologers, philosophers and scientists. Rob’s major books to date
include: Planetsin Transit: Life Cyclesfor Living, Planetsin Composite: Analyzing
Human Relationships, Planetsin Youth: Patterns of Early Development, Essays on
Astrology and Night and Day: Planetary Sect in Astrology. These books can be
purchased at your local bookstore or through Arhat Publications.

Mr. Hand is a member of NCGR, AFAN, I SAR, the Astrological Lodge, the Astrological
Association of Great Britain, and is a patron of the Faculty of Astrological Studies. Rob
lectures in conferences, seminars and wor kshops worldwide. He offers professional
astrological servicesto astrologers and the general public. In his professional practice
Rob uses tropical, heliocentric, sidereal, uranian, cosmobiological and in mundo
techniques with ancient and mediaeval methods. He can be reached at 703-758-7150. US
country code 01. You can also email for an appointment to info@robhand.com. His web
sites are www.ar hatmedia.com and www.robhand.com
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